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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Park (US 
Patent No. 5,695,406). 

As to claim 1, Park teaches apparatus, comprising: 

a support for supporting a user in reclining position (See Fig. 6A, Col. 7, 

Lines 24-35); 

and a movable headrest (Fig. 2, items 16, 24, Col. 6, Lines 43-46 and Fig. 
1g, items 12 (Notice that headrest 24 rigidly attached to relaxation base 12)) mounted 
on support (in the reference motion base) (Fig. 1C, items 14, Col. 5, Lines 39-50), for 
moving with rotational movements with respect to support (Fig. 1C, items 14), and 
supporting a head of user in executing rotational movements (See Figs. 1a-1d, items 12 
14, Col. 9, Lines 46-47) while viewing images from changing directions (See Col. 9, 
Lines 47-50). 

As to claims 3-4, 7 Park teaches headrest (Fig. 1 B, items 12, 16, Fig. 2, item 
24) is movable by actuator (See Figs. 1a-1d, items 15, 50, Col. 9, Lines 46-63). 

As to claim 2, 5-6, 11-12, Park teaches a display (Fig. 2, item 20) and sensor 
(See Fig. 1C, items 12, 14, Col. 10, Lines 23-24) for providing images for viewing from 
changing direction (See Fig. 2, items 16, 20, Col. 6, Lines 31-39). 
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As to claim 8, Park teaches apparatus, comprising: 

a sensor coupled to a moveable headrest for supporting a user's head 
with respect to support (See Fig. 1, items 12, 14, 16), responsive to head movements of 
the user (See Fig. 1, items 12, 16), for providing a sensed signal having a magnitude 
indicative of differing directions-of-view corresponding to said head movements (Notice, 
that in order to produce visual stimuli coordinated with rotational movement of relaxation 
base with headrest relative to the motion base inherently must be sensor detecting 
those rotational movements) (See Figs. 1a-1d, 2, items 12, 14, 24, Col. 10, Lines 23- 
27); 

a reality engine (external computer), responsive to said sensed signal, 
for providing an image signal indicative of a sequence of images from differing 
directions-of-view selected according to said sensed signal and corresponding thereto 
(See Col. 10, Lines 29-34); and 

a display, responsive to said image signal, for providing said 
sequence of images for viewing by said user from said differing directions-of-view (See 
Fig. 2, item 20, Col. 6, Lines 31-39). 

As to claim 9, Park teaches apparatus, comprising: 

a reality engine (external computer), responsive to a start command 
signal, for providing an image signal indicative of a sequence of images from differing 
directions-of-view selected according to said sensed signal and corresponding thereto 
(See Col. 10, Lines 29-34); and 

a display, responsive to said image signal, for providing said 
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sequence of images for viewing by said user from said differing directions-of-view (See 
Fig. 2, item 20, Col. 6, Lines 31-39). 

an actuator (Fig. 1D, items 15), responsive to actuator command signal, 
for moving a headrest (Fig. 2, items 16, 24 and Fig. 1C, items 12, 16) with respect to a 
support (Fig. 1c, item 14) with said headrest supporting a user's head (Fig. 2, items 16, 
24 and Fig. 1C, items 12, 16) with movements respect to said support (Fig. 1c, item 14) 
corresponding to different directions-of-view (See Figs. 1a-1d, items 15, 50, Col. 9, 
Lines 46-63). 

As to claim 10, Park teaches apparatus, comprising: a headrest (Fig. 1C, 
Items 12, 16) and a support (motion base) (Fig. 1C, item 14) for supporting a user in a 
reclining posture (See Fig. 6A, Col. 7, Lines 24-35) with a head of user resting on 
headrest (Fig. 1C, Items 12, 16) mounted on support (motion base) (Fig. 1C, item 14); 
headrest with movable headrest for supporting head of the user in executing head 
movements in a changing of head of user (See Figs. 1a-1d, items 12, 16 (Notice that 
headrest 24 rigidly attached to relaxation base 12), 14, Col. 9, Lines 46-47), a viewing 
images provided from a correspondingly changing direction of view (See Col. 9, Lines 
47-50), head and headrest moving together (Fig. 1C, items 12, 16) in changing direction 
with respect to support (motion base) (See Fig. 1C, item 14). 

As to claim 13 Park teaches relaxation base (Fig. 1B, items 12, 16, Fig. 2, item 
24) with headrest (Fig. 2, items 16, 24) is movable by actuator (See Figs. 1a-1d, items 
15, 50, Col. 9, Lines 46-63). 
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As to claims 14-15, Park teaches support is continuously positionable (See Fig. 
1D, items 15, 50, Col. 9, lines 27-63). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Park as applied to claims 1,8-10 above, and further in view of Helman (US Patent No. 
5,791,735). 

Park does not disclose left and right rotational movements, left and right 
directions. 

Helman teaches left and right rotational movements, left and right directions of 
headrest (See Col. 3, Lines 15-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide left, right rotation (changes in directions) in Park system in view of 
teaching of Helman in order to support user's head (See Col. 3, Lines 15-19). 



Response to Arguments 
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3. Applicant's arguments filed 03/06/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive: 

On page 6, 2 nd paragraph of Remarks, Applicant's stated that rejection of 
independent claims 1,8-10 based on a perception that there is vertical movement 
disclosed by Park. However, Park discloses rotational movements of relaxation chair 
relative to the motion base coordinated with visual stimuli (See Abstract and Fig. 1 C, 
items 12, 14, 16, Col. 5, Lines 39-50). 

On page 7, 2 nd paragraph of Remarks, Applicant's stated that it will be clearly 
understood that the movement of the headrest is with respect to support. However, 
hood 16 with headrest 25 rigidly attached to the to the relaxation base 12 and moved 
relative to the motion base 14 (in the reference support is equivalent to the motion base 
and headrest is a combination of hood, headrest and relaxation base) (See Abstract 
and Fig. 1C, items 12, 14, 16, Col. 5, Lines 39-50). 

Notice, that in Description Applicant's used Park reference as example (See 
Page 5, Lines 32-34). 

On page 7, last paragraph of Remarks, Applicant's stated that there is no 
motivation to combine the Helman reference with Park reference since Park shows a 
rigidly attached headrest to the relaxation base. However, hood 16 with headrest 25 
rigidly attached to the to the relaxation base 12 and moved relative to the motion base 
14 (in the reference support is equivalent to the motion base and headrest is a 
combination of hood, headrest and relaxation base) (See Abstract and Fig. 1C, items 
12, 14, 16, Col. 5, Lines 39-50). 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Telephone inquire 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonid Shapiro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7683. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on 571-272-7681. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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